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Promoting excellence in animal care &
veterinary education

The Langford Trust for
Animal Health and
Welfare is delighted to
share news of our clinical
research grants at the
University of Bristol Vet
School.
Animals are our passion and
at the heart of what we do.
The Langford Trust
continually strives to
improve the lives of animals
worldwide through
advancing veterinary
science, clinical practice and
education.
Our ambition is to ultimately
discover better diagnosis
procedures and treatments
for animals whilst
strengthening the skills and
knowledge of the veterinary
research community working
to advance veterinary
science and its practice.

A Langford Trust research grant is supporting a study into cell
transplantation for paralysis in pet dogs – developing a novel
therapy for spinal cord injury. The image shows a patient after
transplantation of modified olfactory ensheathing cells. His leg
movement is being quantatively analysed on a treadmill using high
speed cameras and kinematic gait analysis.

Changing lives through clinical research a
Through furthering veterinary science
knowledge, the Langford Trust believes it can
deliver real value to both animals and the
humans who care for them. It is for this reason
the Trust is funding pioneering clinical research
projects which focus on positively impacting
animal health and veterinary clinicians’
approaches to case management, whilst offering
unique educational opportunities to early career
veterinary researchers.
Recognising the growing demand for highly
skilled veterinary researchers, the Trustees of
the Langford Trust are keen to inspire veterinary
students into the fields of research and science.
In partnership with Bristol Veterinary School, the
Trust has established a grants programme for
both undergraduate and postgraduate
veterinary students at Langford.

Funding the next generation of researchers

Intercalating student Jamil Dowling validating a
novel PCR test for tuberculosis as part of his
research
work with camels
cattle
in Kenya
5th year veterinary
studentand
Rachel
Jacob
assessing
funded
Langford
TrustDane during clinical
Marcus by
a 5the
month
old Great
rotations.

Through its grants, the Trust supports a range of research studies, from 8-week summer projects to
master’s research and full PhD programmes. Each opportunity is intended to harness expertise and
knowledge in an area of veterinary science research and enable candidates to attain research related
transferable skills, such as data analysis, experimental design and research practice.
Langford Vets located on the
Bristol Vet School campus is the
foremost tertiary referral centre
in the Southwest of England.
Clinicians and students have
access to a high and diverse
caseload. It presents an ideal
environment to recognise and
address important clinical
research questions that will
benefit patients whilst enabling
the next generation of veterinary
researchers to gain critical
experience and knowledge.

5th year veterinary student on surgical skills training at the neuter
clinic supported by the Langford Trust.

Students can apply for a Langford
Trust research grant by submitting
an in-depth application that must
demonstrate the value of their
proposed project and how it will
benefit veterinary science.

Our Trustees select veterinary research studies
for funding according to their scientific merit and
ability to deliver proven results. The objective is
always to establish research that has the potential
to provide veterinary practitioners with the
factual evidence needed to validate changes to
procedures and treatments. In some cases grants
are awarded to pilot studies to gather preliminary
data that will help establish pathways for further
research and assist in securing funding from
larger grant making trusts.

Sir David Wills, Chair of the Langford Trust, is keen to convey how important the Trust’s grant
scheme is, both to the growth of the research community at Bristol Vet School and the
wellbeing of future generations of animals. ‘Our grants advance the education of future
veterinary clinicians whilst encouraging veterinary experts into the fields of research and
science where there is a definite shortage. We seek to support early career researchers who
demonstrate a clear vision and commitment to scientific discovery and a determination to
translate their discoveries into action which positively impacts the lives of animals.’

The Langford Trust clinical research projects
Alabama Rot - a new disease in dogs
Alabama Rot, or CRGV has been a nasty fairly sporadic problem for the past 10 years or so. Dog owners and
vets are wondering if we are any nearer finding a common link between cases, or, better still a definite cause.
Although the name of the condition is derived from a
similar disease which affected racing greyhounds in the
United States in the 1980’s, with almost identical
symptoms and post-mortem findings, the background to
the disease in the US and here in the UK and Ireland is
significantly different.
It is a disease of cold wet weather, with cases occurring
between November and late April. It affects dogs walked
in muddy areas, and appears to have spread round the
United Kingdom and Ireland. Although total numbers of
dogs affected are small and a significant number do in
fact survive, the fatalities are devastating for the owners
Any dog can be affected, but the breeds most susceptible appear to be Labradors, Spaniels and similar
gundog types including Viszlas. It starts with small lesions affecting mainly paws and undersides and these
look like ‘cigarette burns’. However the disease can rapidly progress to serious kidney problems and
multiple organ failure, causing death within days.
Veterinary Surgeon Dr Fiona Macdonald, a fish vet, started her own investigations into the cause of this disease
in 2012 and initiated funding from Defra to support a post graduate student, Helen Howshall, at the University
of Bristol Veterinary School along with Dr Tristan Cogan, senior lecturer in Infectious Disease. Together they
have managed to isolate the organism which appears to cause the disease. The team have uncovered the
pathogen, a bacterium Pseudomonas fluorescens that appears to have been introduced into the UK in 2012.
The discovery has unveiled many research opportunities that will help to further develop our understanding on
the origin and threat this infection has on wildlife, people and the environment.
The Langford Trust is funding a pilot study by
master’s student Felicity Weir, supervised by Dr
Cogan, to investigate the presence of Alabama rot
in UK wildlife populations. The bacteria, which
scientists believe may have been imported in live
Asian fish imports, are associated with wet, muddy
and cold environments. Felicity will investigate the
involvement of British amphibians as potential
hosts for this pathogen, and any association it may
have with Ranavirus a disease that infects
amphibians.

The study will rely on environmental DNA (eDNA)
analysis collected from 94 randomly selected
ponds and lakes across the New Forest. Samples
will be filtered in the field before being transported
back to a lab for eDNA extraction and
quantification using qPCR to look for the presence
of different amphibian species, Asian Carp and the
pathogens Pseudomonas and Ranavirus. The study
will try to identify an association between each
species and the presence of Pseudomonas
Fluorescens.

The presence of Pseudomonas fluorescens eDNA alongside wildlife eDNA will help us understand the potential
threat it may pose. This pilot study will allow further research to help create immediate mitigation plans to
protect vulnerable stakeholders. For example, creating disease-free wildlife populations through vaccine or
breeding programmes, preventing novel pathogens from entering the environment through updates to
biosecurity policies, and increasing government incentive to routinely monitor ecosystems. This will help
protect dogs from this fatal disease. We will look forward to reporting on the progress of this critical foundation
research in 2023.

Rapid Testing for Tuberculosis
During his 5-year Veterinary Science BSc
studies at Bristol Vet School, Jamil Dowling
opted to intercalate in his third year to
complete a Health Science Masters by Research
(Mres), directed by Dr Domingo Tortonese and
Fiona Holmes. Through this Jamil is pursuing a
research study to validate Loop Mediated
Isothermal Assays (LAMP) capable of identifying
subspecies of the Mycobacterium Tuberculosis
Complex and characterise the epidemiology,
distribution and dynamics of Mycobacterium
Tuberculosis Complex subspecies.
Tuberculosis has plagued humans for over 3000
years yet we still don't have a reliable way of
identifying individuals whom are carrying it. It's
also highly adaptable, using many animals as
host, most notably cattle but with a large and
unknown array of wildlife reservoirs. To further understand this pathogen, its distribution and where
its historic reservoirs lie a rapid test is needed that can be deployed in remote locations, is cheap to
produce and easy to use. Enter the LAMP rapid tuberculosis test.

Jamil's research project is verifying a new testing kit using LAMP technology in
Kenya that will be developed at Bristol Vet School to improve the standard inject TB
skin test currently used, also known as SICTT (single intradermal comparative
cervical tuberculin test). If successful, this could offer governments, farmers and
veterinary practices charged with enforcing mycobacterium controls an opportunity
for significant time and cost savings. The ability to identify these subspecies rapidly
without depending on a PCR, allows the diagnostics to be more mobile and can be
done in the field.

The Langford Trust is fundraising to support this pioneering research. To date a grant
of £10,000 from the Pat Impson Memorial Fund, managed by the Langford Trust, has
been awarded to support Jamil's work. Mrs Impson left a substantial legacy to the
Trust to further the welfare of animals, with a particular wish to support further
research into bovine health. Alongside this, the Quartet Community Foundation has
kindly donated a £5,000 grant.
It is clear Jamil is dedicated to his research and making the implementation of a rapid
test a reality. He is very aware of the incredible opportunity he has.
"I will be forever grateful to the Langford Trust and the major donors who have
helped make this a reality. Without their generosity and vision, I doubt I would be
able to complete this study. Through its work, the Trust is helping establish important
research that will potentially impact on the development of future protection and
health controls for farm cattle and precious wildlife - both in the UK and Africa. It is a
tremendous gift and I’m truly humbled.” Jamil Dowling 2022
The Trust will be posting on our social media channels and in our next newsletter on
the progess of this study.

To make a donation to our research work
visit langfordtrust.org/donate
call us on 07986 537302

Celebrating Veterinary Research

Her Majesty The Queen Consort, Patron
of the Langford Trust for Animal Health
and Welfare, kindly hosted a lunch at
Clarence House in March this year to
celebrate the work of the charity.
This special event showcased the
clinical research achievements and
future aspirations of the Langford Trust.
Guests were given a fascinating insight
into four pioneering veterinary research
projects funded by the Trust at the
University of Bristol Veterinary School.
Her Majesty spent time meeting with
veterinary researchers, representatives
of grant making trusts and long-standing
donors to talk about their involvement
with the charity and its work.

Sir David Wills Bt, Chairman of the Langford Trust, thanked
Her Majesty the Queen Consort for her gracious hospitality
and reflected on her longstanding relationship with the Trust.
“We are immensely grateful to Her Majesty. Having served as
our Patron for over fifteen years, we are both honoured and
privileged that she has recently agreed to continue in the
role. Our hope is to build on the incredible work
demonstrated here today, securing donations for our next
generation of researchers, and together furthering veterinary
science.”
As well as introducing new funders to the Trust, the event also gave the Trustees of the Langford Trust an
opportunity to personally thank Ambassadors of the Trust and major donors for their continued support.
We are so very grateful to everyone who takes the time to recognise our work and its value. Undoubtedly, it is
the commitment of our generous supporters which enables the Langford Trust to improve animal health and
welfare, both today and for the future.

Donate today and help make a difference

The Langford Trust for Animal
Health & Welfare
Christmas Card Collection
Raising awareness of the Langford Trust’s work is key to helping us advance
veterinary science and prevent animals suffering unnecessarily.
We hope the Langford Trust Christmas card collection for 2022 might inspire
you to send cards this year and tell people about the charity.
To order any of the designs, either visit our shop at langfordtrust.org or complete
and return the order form. Thank you for helping to tell our story.
Donkey Companions
127mm x 127mm
£5
A Canine Christmas
127mm x 127mm
£5

Snowman and Friends
140mm x 140mm
£5

A Winter Cattle
123mm x 123mm
£5

Robins
140mm x 140mm
£5

Christmas Quackers
155mm x 108mm
£5

Visiting the New Born King
123mm x 123mm
£5

notelets…
Rachel Toll Wildlife Designs
8 cards, 2 of each design
£5.50

British Mammals
8 cards, 2 of each design
£5.50

On The Farm
8 cards, 2 of each design
£5.50

British Birds Designs
8 cards, 2 of each design
£5.50

Langford Trust Donation Cards
3 designs to choose from
300mm x 300mm

Together we will make a difference
To make a real difference to animal health and welfare there is more funding needed for further
clinical research into wildlife equine, farm animal and small animal diseases and we can only
support this vitally important work if we have your help.
We are eternally grateful to all our donors and particularly to:
Mrs Atkinson; Miss Bowering; Mr Alan Browning; Miss Dale; Ms Elizabeth Davies; Dr Nicola
Grint, Mr & Mrs Heasman; Ms Hayley Keoghan; Chris Laurence; Dr & Mrs McClean; Mrs Peake;
Mr M Stanley-Smith; Mr Staunton; Mrs Scott; Mr & Mrs Stevens; Ms Marie Stevens; Favel
Watton; Julia & Hans Rausing Trust, Alice Noakes Memorial Trust; Beryl Evetts and Robert Luff
Charitable Trust, Elise Pilkington Charitable Trust; KM Buttars Charitable Trust; The Primrose
Trust; West of England Dachshund Association; Estate of Mrs Joan Archer; Estate of Ms Ann
Baldry; Estate of Mr T H Bannister; Estate of Sheila Mary Gray; Estate of Mrs Joan Porter; Estate
of Mr Michael Robinson; Estate of Ms Sheila Hindley Greaves

Donate
You can donate online at
langfordtrust.org/donate
or call the Langford Trust office on:
07986 537302
If you prefer you can post a cheque made
payable to ‘The Langford Trust’
Send it to:
The Langford Trust, Langford House,
Langford, BS40 5DU.

Fundraise

Remember us in your Will

Organise your own fundraising event in
aid of the Langford Trust. Some
supporters sell our Christmas cards,
others run a marathon, enjoy a sponsored
dog walk or host a coffee and cake sale!
We are grateful for any way in which you
think you might be able to raise money for
the charity.

A gift in your Will to the Langford Trust
can make a huge impact on the work of
the Trust. If you wish to discuss leaving a
legacy to the Trust, please contact the
Langford Trust office.
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ORDER FORM

Please fill out and complete all details

Name:
Address:
Post code:
email:

Telephone:
Christmas Cards in packs of 10

Price

Donkey Companions

127x127

£5

Winter Robin

140x140

£5

Winter Cattle

123x123

£5

Christmas Quackers

155x108

£5

A Canine Christmas

127x127

Visiting the New Born King

160x116

£5
£5

Snowman and Friends

140x140

£5

Christmas Cats

110x110

£4.25p

Quantity

Total

Notelets
British Bird Wallet (8 notecards 2 of each design)

£5.50p

Rachel Toll Wildlife (8 cards, 2 of each design)

£5.50p

British Mammals (8 cards, 2 of each design)
On the Farm (8 cards, 2 of each design)

£5.50p
£5.50p

Please circle amount donating
Gift of Health Langford Trust Donation Card - Cat

£20 £50 £100

Gift of Health Langford Trust Donation Card - Dog £20 £50 £100
Gift of Health Langford Trust Donation Card Education

£20 £50 £100

For postage and packaging please add - £3.35
For orders over 7 packs of cards please add - £5.35
subtotal £
Please treat my
donation as gift aid

Donation in support of the Langford Trust £

please sign the gift aid declaration to enable us to claim 20p in the £1 from the inland revenue
NB you must have paid an amount of tax at least equal to the relief that we claim.

Signed

TOTAL £

Date:

Cheques payable to The Langford Trust and send to:
The Langford Trust, C/o Sam Probert, 14 Church Road, Winford, Bristol BS40 8EW

To make a simple donation, visit langfordtrust.org/donate or call us on 07986 537302

Give animals a healthy future

The Langford Trust for Animal Health and Welfare
Langford House, Langford
BS40 5DU
langfordtrust.org

